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By ih BATHE 7 JORNSCN 


BIER. aN, (by mail)--The trag:: 
ic untinely death of world fara-. 
ous singer Aubrey Pankey in an 


-aulomebile accident in tie Ger- 
“man Demecratic Republic May 


9 deeply shocked his many friends 
and relatives the world over. 

At the time of his death, the 
65-year-old Afro-American was in- 
volved in benéfit concerts and 
other activitias in the fight to 


free Angola Davis and the. other. 


political y prisoners In the USA. 

Mis pupils at the Hans Hister 
College of Music will miss the 
knowle edge and advice of dhis fine 
musician. 

Aubrey and Kay Pankey found 

asyluin in the German Democratic 
Republic after 
and. the jnfarnous Ne, 


American Commmittes pressured 
the French government into ex- 


pelling thera frorn Paris. Many 
people in the USA will refner 
ber tae International fignt in 1953 
to. prevent the “U.S. governinenl 


tie long arm of, 


2 JusE LOTL 


PIGUrAoc | re . 


from cancelling the 
port and that on his return lime 
subjected hirn to the sare brutal 
perscucticn suffered by 
Robeson. 


artist’s pass- 


The plan was to deprive Pankey 


of his right to sing lo audiences 
outside the USA, and to restrict 
him to house arrest in his own 
country, 

The U.S. witchbunters also per- 


secuted Kay Pankey, his wife, . 


when she refused to 
cragainst her husband aid 


testify 
six col 


lox gues who werked- with her in. 


the Paris offiee of UNISCO. As 
‘a result h her contract was broken 
and she was disraissed {rom her 
position in that international body. 

After a successful concert tour 
in the ca pitals of ouroge, the Pan- 
keys settled in the Gerraen Deme- 
cratic Republic in 1935. 

Aubrey Pankey was bern in 
_Pittsburgh, Pa., and started his 
ynusical education at the age of 
18. An orphan, he was forced to 
work at all sarts of jobs frem 
the age of 15 onward to pay for 


Paul 


- Pex et te “e 


wo Oe. 
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his school tnifion and to live. He 
won a scholarship toa the Hamp- 


ton Institule, a Black high scheol — 


in Virginia, After graduation he 
entered Gbarlin Cat! efe in Ohio 
and finally the Boston Conserva- 
tory of Music, ; 

Later hé sueceeded. in entering 
the Vienna Conservatory of Music. 
He also did post-gr aduate WOK 
In Germany. - - 

We was always a part of the 
liberation struggle the Black 
pocple in the USA and tie strug- 
gle for viorld peace and a firr 
advocate of secialisn 

Kay Pankey, his \ widow, lives 
at 117 Berlin Nisbergall Str 
German Pomocratic Reps wblic. 
She is editor-of the Wneglish lan- 
guage beoks at the Seven Seas 
Publishing Company in Berlin, 
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